ﬁ%"’ Twenty- Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

September 7. 2025

Erom the Desk of Fr: Leo

Behind this Sunday's Second Reading is an
interesting episode. A slave by the name of Onesimus
escaped from his master, Philemon, and fled to St.
Paul for safety. St. Paul was eager to protect the
runaway slave, but he realized that something of
highest value than the freedom of Onesimus was at
stake. He was concerned that the master, Philemon,
act as a true disciple of Jesus Christ.

St. Paul could easily have hidden Onesimus or
even demanded in the name of Christ that Philemon
grant him freedom. Instead St. Paul sent Onesimus
back to Philemon, somewhat, we all imagine, to the
slave's chagrin and the owner's surprise. With the
slave, St. Paul sent a letter, part of which we have
heard in the Mass this Sunday. The point of the letter
is that St. Paul did not want to force virtue upon
Philemon, that he wanted instead to invite him to be
generous. Giving up a slave meant surrendering
valuable property. It was a challenge for Philemon.

Actually, we are not sure how Philemon
responded. Did he release his slave or not? Did
Philemon perhaps remind St. Paul that slavery was
legal and that he had a right to keep his slave? Did he
complain that St. Paul really did not understand the
economics of his situation and that his slave was
necessary for his financial success? We do not know
whether Philemon responded with the generosity
which St. Paul expected of him as a disciple of Jesus.

What we do know is that as disciples of Jesus
we are called to be generous in our response, not to
live according to the minimum or to look for excuses
for not being the kind of Catholics we should. In the
Gospel Jesus warns us, through the example of
building a tower and going to battle, that we have to
be prepared for the Christian experience. Heaven is
our promised inheritance, but that lies in the future.
Mean while, here on earth we are expected to be
faithful disciples who must hear and heed the words
of Jesus.

Perhaps our cross is to endure the pain involved
in giving up our own slavery to alcohol, tobacco or
drugs. Our cross may be to embrace the discipline we
need to overcome gossip, to forgive someone who has
injured us gravely, or to be kind and thoughtful
toward someone who drives us crazy.

God does not force us to be virtuous any more
than St. Paul forced Philemon to give up his slave.

Even when bad things happen to us, God does not
compel us to accept them as a cross. We have to make
the effort to see that we can turn something awful
into something valuable by joining our sufferings to
those of Christ.

Fr. Leo Alban Asuncion

Mass Intentions for the Week

Tues. September 9 11:00AM
Maura Bernardino f Lydia
Wed. September 10 11:00AM
Nicolas Cachaper 1 Jong & Alma
Thur. September 11 11:00AM
Thanksgiving Ed & Mae
Fri. September 12 11:00AM
Paula & Family Ed & Mae
Sat. September 13 4:30PM
Alice Littleton Family
n tember 14 :00AM
Mary Lou Austria f Olivia & Marvin
Port Costa 11:00AM

People of our Parish
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Scan to Support Our Church!

St Rose Of Lima

s¥*@comcast net

Your generous gift to St.
Rose of Lima enables us to

Sunday Collection ~August 24

St. Rose, Crockett $908
St. Vincent de Paul $323
St. Patrick Mission $175
St. Vincent de Paul $93

Thank you again to all who support our
Parish! We know how generous you have

been in the changing times!

***In able to meet our 2025 budgets, we would
like to remind parishioners that we will need a
minimum of $2,100 for Sunday plate collections
at St. Rose every weekend, and $250 every

Sunday at St. Patrick Mission. **

Second Special Collection

This weekend’s second
collection is for our monthly
collection. This month we are
supporting our maintenance
fund Thank you!

Dinner Dance Galo

A journey through Philippines’

historical and cultural influences

Saturday, September 27, 2025

Our Faith Formation program will be starting on
September 21st! Registration forms are available in
the office.

CCD: and preparation for First Holy Communion is a
two-year program, and students must at least be in 1*
grade and have been Baptized. Classes are every other
Sunday at 10:15AM.

CONFIRMATION: This is a two-year formation
program. Classes are every other Sunday at 10:15AM,
as well as one weeknight a week with Father Leo.

R.C.LA. for those wanting to become Catholics. It is
a two- year formation program for adults. Weekly
meeting (TBA). Please reach out to Father Leo.

Second Collection Next Weekend

Although responsibilities as a pastor may go away,
the retired priests of the diocese continue to serve the
people of God. Those who are able are serving
wherever they are called. Those who are less able are
serving in place. It is quite possible it might be a
“retired” priest celebrating Mass. Their readiness to
serve has been witnessed time and again in the
Diocese of Oakland this past year.

Next weekend, Sept. 9th and 10th, a second collection
will be taken to support the Priest Retirement Fund.
Supporting the collection is a way to thank them and
honor them for their service. Thank you.

CROCKETT LIONS CLUB

~ Annual BBQ

FUNDRAISER

For Tickets: Contact any Crockett Lion, buy at the door, or scan QR Code

6 pm at St. Rose Parish Hall * Door opens 5:30 PM
255 3rd Avenue & Starr Street, Crockertt
Church parking loton Starr Street, across parish hall

Patio Dining or pickup is available

SUNDAY, SEPT, 21 2025

[2:00PM - 4:.00PM

provide beneficial programs that
lift up our congregation and serve
our community. We are deeply

At the "OLD HOMESTEAD" 995 Loring ave. Crockett, Ca

A Crockett Community Foundation Supported Event

For Projects in and around our Community

grateful for your support and
invite you to contribute online by
scanning the QR code below.
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Filipiniana Attire

Ticket Info: (510) 787-2052 (Mon.-Thurs * 9am-3pm)
strosecrockett@comeast.net

$15 Under 12

. 'T]‘_Ckets: Ticket Price Includes:

Tri-Tip, Chicken,
$25 Adults Beans, Salad, Dessert




