AW Souls Day

November 2, 2025

From the Desk of Fr. Leo

Small boys, as everyone knows, love to climb
trees. It is almost as if God created trees for little boys
to climb. In the little playground reserved for children
in public parks in cities, municipal planners install
contraptions where children can indulge their craze for
climbing. There is one in the Jardin du Luxembourg in
Paris. In a park like that, with such an abundance of
fine trees, it is a poor imitation of the real thing. But it
is blessing for little boys whose childhood world is
largely confined within the limits of a fifth-floor
apartment. In the age of the cinema, Tarzan, swinging
from tree to tree in the forest, was every boys’ hero. He
could hardly wait to get home to climb the nearest tree.
Sycamores were the best climbing trees, stretching out
their broad branches as regularly as rungs on a ladder.

It is probably stretching it a bit far to suggest that
our early enthusiasm for tree-climbing is a throwback
to our pre-human origins, when our four-legged hairy
ancestors swung from giant trees in primeval forests. It
is certainly true that of all the animals, only our
ancestors succeeded in getting upon their hind legs and
remaining that way. It was their urge to look up that
got them eventually to stand up. Their looking up led
inevitably to their discovery of God.

Zacchaeus seems to have been a little boy who
never grew up. And I'm not referring to his short
stature. We all know small men but we would never be
foolish enough to mistake them for little boys. More
often than not, they tend to make up on self-importance
what they lack in inches. They would never dream of
behaving in such a delightfully outrageous fashion as
Zacchaeus did on that famous occasion in Jericho.
Imagine a solid citizen of the social stature of
Zacchaeus, who was one of the senior tax collectors
and a wealthy man, exposing himself in ridicule by
climbing a tree in a crowded street to catch a glimpse
of an itinerant preacher. Small people are sensitive
about their height. The last thing they would dream of
is calling attention to it. He must have looked funny
enough running down the street on his short legs but
only small boys would have climbed the sycamore tree.
It was probably the small boy in Zacchaeus that caught
Jesus' eye. He had said on another occasion: Unless
you become like children, you will not enter the
kingdom of God.” Zacchaeus was taking him literally.

We are all spiritual dwarfs. Our vision is
confined to eye level. Like Zacchaeus, we cannot see
over the heads of the crowd. We see the world around
us and our own reflections on shop windows. We have
eyes for nothing else. We must figuratively climb a tree
to see Jesus. We must take a special effort. Unless we
see Jesus, we cannot discover God.

Fr. Leo Alban Asuncion

Mass Intentions for the Week

Tues. November 4 11:00AM
Justin Reyes f Mom & Dad
Wed. November 5 11:00AM
Remilla & Emil Ty Jong & Alma
(anniversary)
Thur. November 6 11:00AM
Bob Banaga f Lydia
Fri. November 7 11:00AM
Olivia (birthday) Marvin
Stanleyt & Pilar §
Sat. November 8 4:30PM

Ken Francis Catherine de Martini

Sun. November 9 9:00AM

Gracita Holgado Ed Huab
(healing)

Port Costa 11:00AM

People of the Parish

A
Food Bank

You may have noticed the food barrel in the vestibule
from Contra Costa Food Bank. Our parish council
agreed that in our renewed effort to reach out to our
community, this was one of the ways we wanted to
help. The food collection will be an ongoing project
throughout the year. There is a list of suggested foods
on the barrel, as well as you can check out the Contra
Costa Food Bank website for more suggestions:
www.foodbankccs.org/fooddrive
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St. Rose, Crockett $1327
Bishops Appeal $294
St. Patrick Mission $TBA
Bishops Appeal $TBA

Thank you again to all who support our
Parish! We know how generous you have
been in the changing times!

*##In able to meet our 2025 budgets, we would
like to remind parishioners that we will need a
minimum of $2,100 for Sunday plate collections
at St. Rose every weekend, and $250 every
Sunday at St. Patrick Mission. **

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul
of St. Patrick, Church, Rodeo-Hercules

Coat Drive

October 4th — November 4th

Help keep our neighbors warm BEFORE it gets wet and
cold this winter! SVdP is collecting new and gently used
coats, sweaters, scarves, hats, and gloves.

All items will be given directly to local families in need.
Drop off your donations in the back of the church.

Questions? Parish Office, 510-787-2052
svdp94572 @gmail.com
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St.Rose of Lima

A\ VIITH PANCAKE BREAKFAST
~ AND LUNCH PLATE
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TAKE OUT AND DINE IN
AVAILABLE

“" "$10 WITH UNLIMITED PANCAKES
s ad ($5 FOR 12YRS AND UNDER)

TICKETS AVAILABLE
AT THE DOOR

S SUNDAY =~ === COME ENJOY GOOD FOOD

OVEMER 23 AND COMPANY WHILE YOU
10AME3PM_, |

(BREAKFAST 8:30 SHOP FOR ONE OF A KIND
A ':OO,FOLLDWE 3 ITEMS!
BY LUNCH) e
RAFFLE PRIZES TOO!

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT
STROSECROCKETT@COMCAST.NET
OR CALL 510-787-2052

ST.ROSE ™3 FREE ADMISSION!
PARISH HALL /. SEEEEES
555 THIRD AVE * e .

CROCKETT, CA

All Souls Remembrance Mass

We will be celebrating our traditional All Souls
Remembrance Mass on Saturday,
November 8™ at 10:30AM. If you want
the names of your departed to be
included in the Prayers of the Faithful, A\
please submit them ($10 suggested
donation per name) by Wednesday
November 5!
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Second Special Collection

This weekend’s second
collection is for our monthly
collection. This month we are
supporting our maintenance fund
Thank you!


http://www.foodbankccs.org/fooddrive

