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From the Desk of Fr. Leo 

 

         This Sunday's First Reading symbolizes 

liturgical prayer. Moses  needed strength  to continue 

praying during a battle with the Amalekites. As long as 

Moses kept his hands raised in prayer, the Israelites 

had the better of the struggle, but when he let his hands 

rest, the Amelekites seized the ascendancy. Then 

Moses' brother Aaron and his friend Hur helped him to 

keep his hands raised in prayer and the Israelites won 

the battle. 

         Moses with his hands raised in prayer looked like 

a priest today with his hands raised in prayer during the 

liturgy of the Mass. A priest will not grow tired as did 

Moses, but everyone at Mass should spiritually hold up 

the arms and the hands of the priest. People and priest 

must pray together. The priest does not pray for 

himself alone. He is the leader, the presider, who prays 

for the sake of the people. At times people and priest 

say or sing prayers together, as with the Gloria and the 

acclamations. At times the people respond to the 

prayers which the priest says in the name of everyone. 

At times people are to listen attentively and pray in 

their hearts, particularly during the Eucharistic prayer. 

         The priest is the liturgical sign of unity who 

signifies that our prayer ascend to God as from a single 

people. We are like the thousands of threads which 

form a strong chord. Not only the priest at mass but  

every person needs and deserves the  support of fellow 

Catholics, especially in order to persevere in prayer 

when we feel that God is not answering us.  We believe 

that our help comes from  the Lord, but at times it is 

hard to act in accord with that belief. 

         Jesus understands our weakness. That is why he 

tells us a parable on the necessity of praying always 

and not losing heart. The widow in the parable from 

the Gospel Reading this Sunday was persistent; she 

refused to give up. Jesus does not want us to give up 

either, no matter how hard or how long we have been 

praying for something. In order to persevere in prayer 

Jesus wants us to pray together,  especially during the 

mass. 

        We come to Mass for many reasons, and probably  

everyone of us has motives which are distinctively our 

own,  each one of them valid and important, but above 

all we must be alert to put into practice  the lesson of 

this day's liturgy. 

           

 

 

 

As Catholics, as people of the Church, we have 

responsibilities toward one another. Aaron and Hur did 

not abandon Moses when he grew tired. They did not 

think that Moses ought to pray alone or that they had 

to be attentive to their own individual prayers. God is 

pleased with prayer which is strong because we  all  are 

praying not as isolated individuals, but together as 

Catholics, as people of the church, united by the Spirit  

as the one body of Christ. 

Fr. Leo Alban Asuncion 
 
 

Mass Intentions for the Week 
 

Tues.                               October 21          11:00AM 

Leah Bañaga                                                        Lola 

        (birthday)                                                                                     

Wed.                               October 22            11:00AM 

Living Memorial 

                                                                         

Thur.                              October 23            11:00AM 

Chuch Roth                                  Buenaflor-Roth  

        (birthday)                                                   Family 

Fri.                                  October 24           11:00AM 

Oliver Bañaga                                                     Mom 

        (birthday) 

Sat.                                  October 25             4:30PM 

In memory of past ICF members                    ICF #14 

 

Sun.                                 October 26             9:00AM 

Jorge, Tomasa, Jose, Celia                       Your Family 

          & Manuel                                                                                                             
Port Costa                                                    11:00AM 

People of the Parish 
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***NEW- Food Bank - NEW*** 

 

You may have noticed the food barrel in the vestibule 

from Contra Costa Food Bank. Our parish council 

agreed that in our renewed effort to reach out to our 

community, this was one of the ways we wanted to 

help. The food collection will be an ongoing project 

throughout the year. There is a list of suggested foods 

on the barrel, as well as you can check out the Contra 

Costa Food Bank website for more suggestions: 

www.foodbankccs.org/fooddrive 

Sunday Collection -October 12th    

 

St. Rose, Crockett                                $1185 

  

St. Patrick Mission                                 $330  

Thank you again to all who support our 

Parish! We know how generous you have 

been in the changing times! 
 

***In able to meet our 2025 budgets, we would 

like to remind parishioners that we will need a 

minimum of $2,100 for Sunday plate collections 

at St. Rose every weekend, and $250 every 

Sunday at St. Patrick Mission. ** 
 

 October Mass Count 
 

Not many may realize it, but every October the 

Diocese asks its parishes to count the number of 

participants at each weekend mass for every week. 

We thought it was time to make sure that all our 

parishioners are aware of this! So, now is a great 

time to check in on those you may not have seen at 

Mass for a while and encourage 

them back, invite someone new to 

come along or even just try to 

carve out some time in your busy 

schedule to make it to one of the 

masses yourself!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All Souls Remembrance Mass 
 

We will be celebrating our traditional All Souls 

Remembrance Mass on Saturday, 

November 8th at 10:30AM. If you want 

the names of your departed to be 

included in the Prayers of the Faithful, 

please submit them ($10 donation per 

name) by Wednesday November 5th! 

 
Second Collection-Home and World 

Mission Sunday 

 

World Mission Sunday sends us to “go and invite 

everyone to the banquet.” (Mt 22:19) Today, we 

celebrate that the Church continues to go out to the 

ends of the earth with the invitation of Jesus. As we 

gather on World Mission Sunday, along with Catholics 

around the globe, our prayers and our contributions to 

the Society for the Propagation of the Faith foster 

global missionary cooperation, enabling the pastoral 

and evangelizing work of the Church. There are also 

over 80 home mission dioceses in the United States 

that are unable to fund essential pastoral work, such as 

religious education, seminarian formation, and lay 

ministry training. Through your support, the Catholic 

Home Missions Appeal helps to ease the struggle of 

these dioceses. Thank you for going out to everyone 

and extending the invitation to communion with 

Christ. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


