
Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time                           July 20, 2025 

 

  
From the Desk of Fr. Leo 

 

Before highways can be constructed, work 

crews must clear the roadway. Sometimes trees 

have to be cut down, boulders have to be moved, 

and hills have to be leveled. Whatever interferes 

with the laying of the highway must go. 

       Jesus had something like that in mind. When 

he invited people to be his disciples, he expected 

them to remove from their lives whatever stood in 

the way following him. His enigmatic statement, 

“Let the dead bury their dead,”  did not mean  

that he opposed the burial of loved ones. In one 

sense his declaration means that those who reject 

him  are like dead people since they have rejected 

the Lord of life, but it was also Jesus' way of 

saying that we must decide that nothing may be 

more important  than loyalty to him. 

        The First Reading this weekend describes an 

episode from the Old Testament in which a man 

had to make a decision. Elijah's cloak was a 

symbol of his prophetic office. When he threw it 

over Elisha, he was inviting Elisha to succeed 

him as a prophet in Israel. Elisha seemed to 

hesitate for a moment. He thought of his parents. 

What should he do? His freedom allowed him to 

make his own decision. A strong resolution 

burned within his heart. He slaughtered his oxen 

and burned his plowing equipment. That meant 

that he gave up his means of livelihood. He then 

fed his people in farewell to them, and left to 

follow Elijah. We might say that he burned his 

bridges behind him. 

        Jesus invites us to do much the same, to 

follow him unreservedly. At baptism he placed a 

white garment over us. It was a symbol that we 

were a new people with a new life, a life of true 

freedom. Jesus wants all of us to be free of all 

obstacles to full discipleship, but freedom is a 

somewhat complex reality.  We live in a free 

society, but these days we witness and must 

endure the abuse of freedom. Our society has 

canonized the phrase, “:Freedom of choice.” It is 

used to justify choosing abortion over the right to  

 

 

 

life. In  fact, a former U.S. Senator declared in his 

dogmatic manner that “Freedom of choice is the 

most fundamental of human rights.” He was 

wrong -dead wrong. His ideas of freedom is not 

what Jesus intends for us. 

      The kind of freedom Jesus give us is for the 

sake of love. Jesus does not force us to become 

his disciples to be devoted to him, to love him 

above everyone and everything. He grants us 

freedom to choose because love which is forced 

is not love at all. 

        In our Eucharistic acclamation we 

acknowledge that Jesus paid a great price for our 

freedom: “Lord, by your cross and resurrection, 

you have set us free.” Jesus freed us from sin so 

that of our own free will we may love him 

unreservedly. 
 

Fr. Leo Alban Asuncion 
 

 
 

Mass Intentions for the Week 
 

Tues.                               July 22                  11:00AM 

Vilma & Tony† 

          (Anniversary)                                                             

Wed.                                July 23                 11:00AM 

Special Intentions 

                                                                          

Thur.                               July 24                 11:00AM 

Jennifer Manlutac                                        Ed & Mae 

  

Fri.                                   July 25                 11:00AM 

Special Intentions 
                                                                                       

Sat.                                  July 26                    4:30PM 

David Ponti †                                                     Franca 

                                                                 

Sun.                                 July 27                   9:00AM 

Jorge, Tomas, Jose                                           Family 

             & Manuel †                                                               

Port Costa                                                    11:00AM 

People of our Parish 
 
 

† ††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††  
 

 

Sunday Collection -July 13th
 

 

St. Rose, Crockett                   $1413 

 Bishop’s Appeal               $294 

St. Patrick Mission                 $320 

Bishop’s Appeal                 $22 

 

Thank you again to all who support our 

Parish! We know how generous you have 

been in the changing times! 
 

***In able to meet our 2025 budgets, we would 

like to remind parishioners that we will need a 

minimum of $2,100 for Sunday plate collections 

at St. Rose every weekend, and $250 every 

Sunday at St. Patrick Mission. ** 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mission Coop- Next Weekend 
 

Father Nithiya, a Capuchin Franciscan Friar from India 

will be making a mission appeal to support Dalit 

Solidarity. Dalit Solidarity has served as a lifeline to 

those living at the fringes of society and brightened the 

lives of poor, marginalized children, abandoned 

widows, and school dropouts.  It promotes St. Patrick’s 

School for children who are caught in the cycle of 

poverty and exploitation.  Many children live in abject 

poverty, and hence, they are forced to drop out of 

school and become child laborers. Education is the 

only way that we can turn around their lives.  St. 

Partick’s is just doing this by providing quality and 

affordable education. 

Currently more than 750 children are enrolled 

at St Patrick school from kindergarten to higher 

secondary. More than 70% of those enrolled are Dalits 

who are untouchables under the caste system, and most 

of them are the first generation in their families to 

attend English Medium (Matric) schools. We keep our 

doors open to any child regardless of their ability to 

pay or not. The great challenge we face now is to 

provide transportation for children from remote 

villages. We are required to purchase additional buses 

to help the children to attend St. Patrick. Your 

generosity will pave the way to a bright and limitless 

future for our children. Please join the Dalit Solidarity 

family today at www.dalitsolidarity.org  Thank you 

and may God richly bless you for answering God’s 

greatest commandment -- to love.  
 

Don’t Take a Vacation from God 
 

Attendance at Mass on Sundays and Holy 

days should be a priority. If traveling to 

places one is unfamiliar with, 

information on church addresses and 

time of Masses can be found on the 

internet at www.masstimes.org or 1-800-MASS-

TIMES. 

St. Vincent de Paul 
 

With heartfelt gratitude, we thank St. 

Rose in Crockett and St. Patrick in 

Port Costa for supporting the mission 

of St. Vincent de Paul through the 

first 5th Sunday collection. Your 

dedication to serving the poor in our 

community truly embodies 

compassion in action.  
 

We are a network of friends, inspired by Gospel values, 

growing in holiness and building a more just world 

through personal relationships with — and service to — 

people in need. 
 

Together, we are making a difference — one act of 

kindness at a time. 

 

 

http://www.dalitsolidarity.org/
http://www.masstimes.org/

