T Solemnity of the Body and Blood of Christ

June 22, 2025

From the Desk of Fr. Leo

Before television, we used to hear of contests on the
radio. “In twenty-five words or less write and tell us
why you use your toothpaste and you could win a
prize.”’It seemed easy, but it is difficult to say
something worthwhile in only twenty-five words.

The great theologian and saint, Thomas Aquinas,
was able to summarize the meaning of the Eucharist
in only twenty Latin words. His summary, known as
the “O Sacrum Convivium” is part of the Divine Office
for the Feast of Corpus Christi, the feast we celebrate
this Sunday. It has been set to several magnificent
melodies, but its real beauty is in its meaning.

The word “Convivium” is a banquet. It is not just a
meal. It is a happy gathering of people around a
sumptuous dinner. This banquet is “sacrum,” that is, it
is sacred. The “O” is an exclamation which we could
be tempted to translate as “Wow” but I guess an
English “O” will do.

The next phrase is “in which Christ is consumed.”
That's plain language. The Eucharist is not bread and
wine. The Eucharist is Christ. But it is important that
the appearance of bread and wine remain since they
symbolize that Christ is our food and drink. That is
why St.. Thomas says that Christ is “consumed.”

Banquets often mark special occasions, such as
weddings or anniversaries. The occasion of the Sacred
banquet of the Eucharist is the anniversary of our
loving union with the Father through the sacrifice of
Christ. It is the living memorial of the Paschal Mystery,
the death and resurrection of Christ. St. Thomas
expressed this truth by saying that in the Eucharist “the
memory of his passion is recalled.”

Next St. Thomas indicated the effect of the
Eucharist upon us. He wrote that “the mind is filled
with grace,” Sometimes the Latin word “mens” is
translated as “soul”. The word to St. Thomas means the
very highest faculty or aspect of the human person, but
I feel confident that he would not object to our saying
that Christ transforms our entire being. St. Thomas
agreed with St. Augustine who said that we do not
change the Eucharist into ourselves as we do ordinary
food, but Christ changes us to himself. That is God's
grace, his gift.

Finally in the Eucharist, ““ a pledge of future glory
is given to us.” The statement reflects the teaching of
Jesus in St. John's Gospel. “He who eats my flesh and

drinks my blood has life everlasting and I will raise
him up on the last day. “ (John 6:54)

St. Thomas Aquinas did not win a contest but he
should win our gratitude for this summary of the
mystery of faith.

Fr. Leo Alban Asuncion

Mass Intentions for the Week

Tues. June 24 11:00AM
Living Memorial

& Christi
Wed. June 25 11:00AM
Gerardo Bernardino 1 Lydia
Thur. June 26 11:00AM
Dana Mom
Fri. June 27 11:00AM
Lawrence Leal T Angelina Nagy

& Christi

Sat. June 28 4:30PM
William Michael Banaban Chris & Evelyn
Sun. June 29 9:00AM
Alex Rubang Sr. T Josie & Family
Port Costa 11:00AM

People of our Parish
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Sunday Collection -June 15"
$1380

St. Rose, Crockett
St. Patrick Mission $241

Thank you again to all who support our
Parish! We know how generous you have
been in the changing times!

**#In able to meet our 2025 budgets, we would
like to remind parishioners that we will need a
minimum of $2,100 for Sunday plate collections
at St. Rose every weekend, and $250 every
Sunday at St. Patrick Mission. **
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Saturday, July 19™
AT 10:00AM!!

WE ARE BACK!

Join us for a fun relaxing morning of carefree painting
and coffee! Enjoy a light breakfast and lunch while you
get the chance to paint a simple canvas, guided by a
wonderful instructor from our parish. And of course,
there will be coffee!! All materials will be provided,
and six door prizes! All of this for $30, which will go
to help St. Rose parish, plus your painting to take home
as a memento. Set some time aside for yourself; all are
welcome!

Second Special Collection Next Weekend

Over the last several months, our Parish Council has
begun working with the local, St. Patrick chapter, of
St. Vincent de Paul. This chapter helps serve the
communities of Crockett, Rodeo, Torme and Port
Costa. In addition to collecting food, the council
members agreed that our parish would like to
contribute financially as well. To do this, we will be
devoting the second collection from the last Sunday of
the month (for months that have five Sundays) to St.
Vincent de Paul. This month will be the first month!

t St.Vincent de Paul 39 the collection

k7
B

o
)
Q

9

on June 28/29

will be going to
‘ ‘ ' St. Vincent de

Paul. Thank you

for your help in

serving those in
® our community.

Neighbors helping neighbors.
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ST. ROSE AT
THE
SUGARTOWN
FESTIVAL

YOU’RE INVITED TO CELEBRATE WITH US!

SUNDAY, JULY 20TH

Il am until 6 pm
Bring something for our food drive bin
ltems we need
Instant Mac and Cheese

Granola Bars
Fruit Bars
Instant Ramin Noodles
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Peter’s Pence Collection

This weekend is the Petter’s
Pence Collection, a worldwide
collection that supports the
work of the Universal Church,
including the work of the Holy
See and the charitable works of
Pope Leo XIV. Take this
opportunity to join with Pope
Leo XIV to be a sign of mercy

/

to our suffering brothers and sisters. Please be

generous today. Form more information,
www.obolodisanpietro.va/en.html.

visit



