Solemnity of Christ the King

November 23, 2025

From the Desk of Fr. Leo

Sometimes we Americans wonder why the
English bother with their monarchy. The fact is that the
King, it seems to us, is little more than a figure-head
with almost no authority. And yet within us there is
some kind of wish for a person whom we can look up
to, someone who personifies dignity and wins our
respect, a person who makes us feel better than
ourselves.

Many Americans found that kind of person in
the election of the late John F. Kennedy as President of
the United States. He was young, handsome,
intelligent, and articulate. He was married to a
beautiful woman who, it seemed to us, had become his
Queen and who had presented him with beautiful
children, a prince and a princess. The White House
became known as Camelot. The United States had a
family to whom many Americans attributed the title of
royalty.

But on Friday, November 22, 1963 the dream
was shattered. During four days Americans sat stunned
before their television sets, watching again and again
the picture of the unbelievable assassination and the
woeful funeral ceremonies which helped to convince
us that the President's death was real. Since the stories
have gradually been unfolded which reveal that all was
not perfect as we had imagined. The dream of Camelot
was shattered and the illusion of royalty was dimmed.

All along we had been looking in the wrong
direction toward the White House in Washington D.C.
As if it were a palace. We should have been looking
back to Calvary because the cross is truly the throne of
Christ the King. His death was not a tragedy, as was
that of John F. Kennedy. It was a triumph over our twin
enemies, sin and death. Above the head of Jesus on the
cross, Pilate the Governor had placed an ironic
inscription: “This is the King of the Jews.” We replace
that inscription with our profession of faith: “Christ is
Our King,” To him we pray: “Remember us when you
enter upon your reign.”

God has done much more than make us subjects
of Christ the King. He has transformed us through his
gift of grace into his brothers and sisters. The brothers
and sisters of a king are prince and princesses. We are
royal people, possessed of a dignity and worth which
only God can grant.

We do not need an earthly sovereign to give us self-
respect. Our King is truly royal. His kingdom is not an
imaginary Camelot. It is an eternal and universal
kingdom, a kingdom of truth and life, a kingdom of
holiness and grace, a kingdom of justice, love and
peace. Our King is Christ the Lord.

Fr. Leo Alban Asuncion

Mass Intentions for the Week

Tues. November 18 11:00AM
Minas Buenaflor Buenaflor-Roth
Family
Wed. November 19 11:00AM
Flor Combong Ed & Mae
Thur. November 20 9:00AM
People of the Parish
Fri. November 21 11:00AM
Sr. Deanna Ed & Mae
(birthday)
Sat. November 22 4:30PM
Sid Jensen Sr. Trudi
Sun. November 23 9:00AM
Jorge, Tomasa, Jose Your Family
& Manuel T
Port Costa 11:00AM
People of the Parish
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Sunday Collection -November 16"

St. Rose, Crockett $1282
Campaign for Mercy $488
St. Patrick Mission $225
Campaign for Mercy $61

Thank you again to all who support our
Parish! We know how generous you have
been in the changing times!

**#In able to meet our 2025 budgets, we would
like to remind parishioners that we will need a
minimum of $2,100 for Sunday plate collections
at St. Rose every weekend, and $250 every
Sunday at St. Patrick Mission. **

Food Bank

You may have noticed the food barrel in the vestibule
from Contra Costa Food Bank. Our parish council
agreed that in our renewed effort to reach out to our
community, this was one of the ways we wanted to
help. The food collection will be an ongoing project
throughout the year. Right now, this is the suggested
list for holiday donations:

* Macaroni noodles e Pinto beans (dry)
e Mashed potato flakes e Masa

* Gravy mix (powdered) e Cornbread mix

e Canned sweet potatoes ¢ Cornhusks
 Canned pumpkin e Flour

e Cream of mushroom soup
e Cranberry sauce

e Stuffing mix

* Scalloped potato (boxed)

e Cooking oil
e Cinnamon (ground)
e Chicken stock

For more suggested foods check out the Contra Costa
Food Bank website for more suggestions:
www.foodbankccs.org/fooddrive

Guadalupe Celebration

On Sunday, December 14", we will be having our
celebration for the Virgin de Guadalupe. Before
Mass we invite everyone to partlclpate in the
beautiful B 7 N
procession led by

the mariachi.
After Mass,
everyone 1s

welcomed to a
fellowship down |
in the hall. Our
Guadalupe group
has worked hard
to raise money for
the event, and are
only asking L
parishioners to help out by brlnglng a dlSh to share
down in the hall. It can be whatever you would like:
dessert, side dish, etc.

This weekend our second collection will go
towards the Guadalupe celebration to help cover
any expense that the fundraisers were not able
to. Thank you for your generosity.

Happy Thanksgijying

—— Thursday, Novemb =
Join us for Mass at 9:00 a.m"

Second Special Collection

Next weekend’s collection is our last collection for St.
Vincent de Paul for this year. These donations help
serve the communities of Crockett, Rodeo, Torme and
Port Costa. This collection may help provide a holiday

1 t ®
Chismas, and T St.Vincent de Paul

warm clothes and qa v v
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into winter. Thank
you for your help
in serving those in
our community.

Neighbors helping neighbors?

Holly Day Coalition Serving those in need in our community

Holiday Toy and
Food Drive

Holly Day Coalition serves seniors, families and children from Crockett,
Rodeo, Tormey, Port Costa and families within JSUSD.

Nou. 15 - Dec. 15
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Canned goods such as:
Corn, Green beans and Cranberry Sauce
Box of Mash Potatoes
Jar of gravy
Box of Macaroni and cheese
Jiffy cornbread mix
Bag of marshmallows
Bag or Box of Stuffing

- Tous for children 16 years and under - $20 Gift cards

All toy donations must be unwrapped and new, all
food donations should not be expired, thank you!
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Drop Off Locations:

Aimee Henruy, Phillips 66, 1380 San Pablo Aue, Rodeo
Crockett Lions Club Wednesday Meetings

Carquinez Women's Club Membership Meetings
Questions? Email Aimee.M.Henry@p66.com

Spensored by: Phillips 66 Rodeo Renewable Energy Complex, Carquinez Women's Club. Crockett
Lions Clulb, Society of 5t. Vincent de Paul st. Patrick Church Rodeo-Hercules and Sunoco.


http://www.foodbankccs.org/fooddrive

