M second sunday of Advent

December 7, 2025

From the Desk of Fr. Leo

I came across a prayer which I would like to
share with you, for you to think about as you stand in
line at the Post Office, sorting out your cards and
juggling your packages: “God, our Father, may
everything we do be First Class. Imprint your own
loving zip code upon our hearts so that we may never
go astray. Provide in your gracious Providence special
handling for those of us who are fragile and keep us in
one piece. And when our days draw to a close and we
are marked “Return to Sender,” be there to greet us at
Heaven's Door so that no one here might say
“Unknown at this Address,' Amen.” Too bad we can't
tack this up on the Post Office wall.

In the First Reading, we heard the prophet
Isaiah’s promise of a great leader who would lead
God's people to justice and peace. A peace that is
almost unbelievable. We believe that person is Jesus
the Christ. Our readings go on to tell us though, if we
want to share in that peace we will not do so unless we
follow this great leader and king. And so, lest we get
too wound up in all the sending and spending, this
weekend's Gospel, with its message from St. John the
Baptist, tries to make us aware that more involved in
preparing for the coming of Jesus rather than sending
and spending. Three times in the Gospel, St. John uses
the word “Repent” or “Repentance.” When we hear
that word, we often think of some terrible sinner who
needs a total make over spiritually. If we think this
message about repentance does not apply to us, we
need to hear again what St. Paul told us in this
weekend's Second Reading: “Whatever was written
previously was written for our instruction.”

In other words, the word “repent” is meant for all
of us, not just for bad people. The Greek word for
repent in its original meaning meant “to change our
mind”. As time went on it came to mean “to change
our mind to be a different person, indeed, a better
person.” The prophet St. John the Baptist is telling us
if we haven't been as good as we would like us to be,
or as we know God would like us to be, then we need
to decide to make a change. Our attitude may need to
change or our behavior. Or it could be we're not doing
anything too bad but we're not doing anything really
good either.

It's part of normal conversation around this time to
ask “Are you ready for Christmas?” Wouldn't we be

surprised if we asked someone that question and they
answered: “I still need to do a few things to make
myself better spiritually.” that kind of an answer would
leave us speechless. The media is working overtime
telling us how to get ready for Christmas. Let us listen
also to St. John the Baptist, the herald God sent to tell
us how He wants us to prepare for His coming.

Fr. Leo Alban Asuncion

Mass Intentions for the Week

Tues. December 9 11:00AM
Judy Pereira Donna & Dennis

Wed. December 10 11:00AM
Vicente B. Pena Gina

Thur. December 11 9:00AM
Thanksgiving Ed & Mae
Fri. December 12 11:00AM
Rogelio Arcega Sr. Jong & Alma
Sat. December 13 4:30PM
Ted & Steve Gallo T June

Sun. December 14 9:00AM
Edgar Allan Mom & Dad

(birthday)

Port Costa 11:00AM
NO MASS
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Sunday Collection -November 30*

St. Rose, Crockett $1851
St. Vincent de Paul $368
St. Patrick Mission $112
St. Vincent de Paul $70

Thank you again to all who support our
Parish! We know how generous you have
been in the changing times!

**#In able to meet our 2025 budgets, we would
like to remind parishioners that we will need a
minimum of $2,100 for Sunday plate collections
at St. Rose every weekend, and $250 every
Sunday at St. Patrick Mission. **

Food Bank

You may have noticed the food barrel in the vestibule
from Contra Costa Food Bank. Our parish council
agreed that in our renewed effort to reach out to our
community, this was one of the ways we wanted to
help. The food collection will be an ongoing project
throughout the year. Right now, this is the suggested
list for holiday donations:

* Macaroni noodles e Pinto beans (dry)
e Mashed potato flakes e Masa

* Gravy mix (powdered) e Cornbread mix

e Canned sweet potatoes ¢ Cornhusks
 Canned pumpkin e Flour

 Cream of mushroom soup Cooking oil
e Cranberry sauce
e Stuffing mix
* Scalloped potato (boxed)
For more suggested foods check out the Contra Costa
Food Bank website for more suggestions:
www.foodbankccs.org/fooddrive

e Cinnamon (ground)
Chicken stock

Guadalupe Celebration

Next Sunday, December 14" we will be having our
celebration for the Virgin de Guadalupe. Before Mass
we invite everyone to participate in the beautiful
procession led by the mariachi. We will meet in the
parking lot at 8:15am, and begin the procession at
8:30am. After Mass, everyone is welcomed to a
fellowship down in the hall. We are asking
parishioners to help out by bringing a dish to share.
It can be whatever you would like: dessert, side
dish, etc. Let the office know, 510-787-2052. Our
Guadalupe group has worked hard to make this event
a success, and would really like everyone to come, so
please spread the word. This is a wonderful
celebration that was started many years ago by a late
parishioner from St. Patrick Mission, and we would
love to see it continue and grow!

Holly Day Coalition Serving those in need in our community

Holiday Toy and
Food Drive

Holly Day Coalition serves seniors, families and children from Crockett,
Rodeo, Tormey, Port Costa and families within JSUSD.

Nowvu. 15 - Dec. 15
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Canned goods such as:
Corn, Green beans and Cranberry Sauce
Box of Mash Potatoes
Jar of grauy
Box of Macaroni and cheese
Jiffy cornbread mix
Bag of marshmallows
Bag or Box of Stuffing

+ Toys for children 16 years and under - $20 Gift cards

All toy donations must be unwrapped and new, all
food donations should not be expired, thank you!

Drop Off Locations:

Aimee Henru, Phillips 66, 1380 San Pablo Aue, Rodeo
Crockett Lions Club Wednesday Meetings

Carquinez Women's Club Membership Meetings
Questions? Email Aimee.M.Henry@p66.com

Sponsored by: Phillips 66 Rodeo Renewable Energy Complex, Carquinez Women's Club. Crockett
Lions Club, Society of $t. Vincent de Paul 5t. Patrick Church Rodeo-Hercules and Sunoco.

Poinsettias & Christmas Decorations

The poinsettias that decorate our Church

¥¢ during the Christmas season are in honor

of our departed loved ones. Envelopes to

add the memory of your loved one to the

3 altar are in the vestibule. The donation for
each name is $10.

Next weekend, we will also be having a special second
collection to help support all the beautiful Christmas
decorations that add to our Advent and Christmas
liturgies. Environment truly enriches our experience.

Prayers for the Deceased

In your prayers, please remember in a
special way Lois Ramos.



http://www.foodbankccs.org/fooddrive

