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From the Desk of Fr. Leo

The Lord's Prayer, the “Our Father” has taken on an
appropriate prominence during the celebration of
Mass. One reason is that, thanks to the changes brought
about by the Second Vatican Council, we all may say
or sing this prayer in our own language. (It is hard to
realize that previously in the so-called “Tridentine”
Mass the priest alone said this prayer and he did so in
Latin; no one was allowed to join him.) People offer
this prayer while standing alert, sometimes extending
their arms, sometimes raising their eyes toward
heaven, sometimes joining hands with a neighbor, but
always it seems with a special attention.

The version of the Lord's Prayer we hear in St.
Luke's Gospel is slightly different from the one we use
at Mass, which follows St. Matthew's version
(Matthew 6: 9-12). We should not be surprised at the
difference. For one thing, the prayer is so important
that we may rightly presume that Jesus taught it on
several occasions, and most likely not always in
exactly the same words. For another, the prayer had
been part of the liturgy for over a generation before any
of the Gospels was written. The prayer was offered by
memory, and consequently with slight variations, until
St. Luke and St, Matthew wrote down the version in
common use in their respective communities.

All of this leads to an important conclusion. What
1s new or special about the prayer is not the nature or
number of the petitions within the prayer. After all, the
Jews often prayed that God's name might be hallowed
and that His will might be done. What is special about
the prayer is the unique way in which Jesus addressed
God. He called upon the Lord, the almighty, the creator
of heaven and earth, the judge of the living and the
dead as “Father.”” And not exactly as “Father” but as
“Abba”, which means “Papa” or “Daddy.” It was the
way in which a little child, with intimate love and pure
familiarity, addressed his or her parent. Of all the many
words of Jesus which are recorded in the Gospels,
surely “Abba” is among the most sacred. No ne had
addressed God as “Abba” as “Dad,” until Jesus did.

We are invited, actually we are told, to address
God as “Abba”, our loving father. The reason we can
do so is that God has given us new life in company with
Christ. It is the family life of the Blessed Trinity, the
life we received at baptism when we were made
members of the Church, God's family here on earth.

Whatever our posture or gestures may be during the
Lord's prayer at mass we must realize how blessed we
are to address God as Jesus did, to call him our
“Abba.”

Fr. Leo Alban Asuncion

Mass Intentions for the Week

Tues. July 29 11:00AM

Rocky Ty Lolo & Lola
(Birthday)

Wed. July 30 11:00AM
Patricia Ann Roth¥ Buenaflor-Roth
Family

Thur. July 31 11:00AM

Cariana Mom/Grandma Jose

& Andrew Rubang

Fri. August 1 11:00AM

Robert B. Aker Gina
(healing)

Sat. August 2 4:30PM

Sister Patricia Marie Thomas Bill & Diane

Sun. August 3 9:00AM
Marleana Airoldif Rita & Larry

DeTomasi

Port Costa 11:00AM

People of our Parish
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Sunday Collection -July 20*
St. Rose, Crockett $2557

St. Patrick Mission $357

Thank you again to all who support our
Parish! We know how generous you have
been in the changing times!

**#In able to meet our 2025 budgets, we would
like to remind parishioners that we will need a
minimum of $2,100 for Sunday plate collections
at St. Rose every weekend, and $250 every
Sunday at St. Patrick Mission. **

Mission Coop

Father Nithiya, a Capuchin
Franciscan Friar from India
made a mission appeal to
support Dalit Solidarity. Dalit
Solidarity has served as a
lifeline to those living at the
fringes of society and
brightened the lives of poor,
marginalized children,
abandoned widows, and school dropouts. It promotes
St. Patrick’s School for children who are caught in the
cycle of poverty and exploitation. Many children live
in abject poverty, and hence, they are forced to drop
out of school and become child laborers. Education is
the only way that we can turn around their lives. St.
Partick’s is just doing this by providing quality and
affordable education.

Currently more than 750 children are enrolled
at St Patrick school from kindergarten to higher
secondary. More than 70% of those enrolled are Dalits
who are untouchables under the caste system, and most
of them are the first generation in their families to
attend English Medium (Matric) schools. We keep our
doors open to any child regardless of their ability to
pay or not. The great challenge we face now is to
provide transportation for children from remote
villages. We are required to purchase additional buses
to help the children to attend St. Patrick. Your
generosity will pave the way to a bright and limitless
future for our children. Please join the Dalit Solidarity
family today at www.dalitsolidarity.org Thank you
and may God richly bless you for answering God’s
greatest commandment -- to love.

Don’t Take a Vacation from God

Attendance at Mass on Sundays and Holy
days should be a priority. If traveling to
places one is unfamiliar with,
information on church addresses and
} - time of Masses can be found on the
internet at www.masstimes.org or 1-800-MASS-
TIMES.

St. Vincent de Paul

With heartfelt gratitude, we thank St.
Rose in Crockett and St. Patrick in
Port Costa for supporting the mission
of St. Vincent de Paul through the
first 5th Sunday collection. Your
dedication to serving the poor in our
community truly embodies
compassion in action.

We are a network of friends, inspired by
Gospel values, growing in holiness and building a more
just world through personal relationships with — and
service to — people in need.

Together, we are making a difference — one act of
kindness at a time.

Ty

Scan to Support Our Church!

Your generous gift to St.
Rose of Lima enables us to provide beneficial
programs and that lift up our congregation and serve
our community. We are deeply grateful for your
support and invite you to contribute online by scanning
the QR code below.

St Rose Of Lima

s***{@comcast.net



http://www.dalitsolidarity.org/
http://www.masstimes.org/

